Left-hand-assisted laparoscopic resection of hepatocellular carcinoma in an accessory liver.
We report a left-hand-assisted laparoscopic resection of hepatocellular carcinoma that developed in an accessory liver in a 47-year-old man. Preoperative assessment of the location of the tumor and the feeder vessels by combined selective angiography and computed tomography studies predicted the feasibility of laparoscopic procedures for complete removal of the tumor. In an attempt to avoid direct contact of the tumor capsule with rigid instruments during the operation, left-hand-assisted procedures were attempted. The encapsulated mass, 6 x 5 x 3 cm in size, was located on the posterior side of the left diaphragm, and a thin stalk between the tumor and the margin of the left lateral segment of the liver proper was recognized. Hand-assisted procedures ensured the complete mobilization of the lesion with an adequate margin, without any unexpected capsular tear. Left-hand-assisted laparoscopic procedures would be feasible for the easy and safe resection of localized hepatocellular carcinoma developing in an accessory liver.